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Henry David Thoreau and his studies about the environment


Henry David Thoreau wrote essays about the natural history, and in that works he was always very preoccupied about the future of the earth. During his entire life, Thoreau thought about methods to waste less and doing that protect the environment. He tried to pass his knowledgably to others by his books, where he used the scientific methods: observation and information-gathering, then stating a hypothesis, and verify the hypothesis with testing. Nowadays, Thoreau’s works are the bases of what are called environmentalism, since his books talked about what people should do to protect the nature, because he knew the importance of it to the future of the planet, and now, by and by, more people star to think in solutions to pollute less, waste less water, and to everything that is possible to have better days in the next years, preoccupations that just beginning in the last years, when the planet become hotter, and the nature had been showing its powerful in the natural disasters, however, Thoreau already talked about this danger in the early years, during the transcendentalism. 

Thoreau’s life change completely when he met Ralph Waldo Emerson, this took place in Concord (The Free Library 3). In 1837, Thoreau was a teacher if the Center School in Concord, however he didn’t still so much time in that position because he couldn’t had control of his classroom as he was required (Lucius Furius 4). Without job, Thoreau spent some time with Emerson, he was a fellow resident of the same city. In the nest May, Thoreau left Concord to do a tour of Maine – he decided to do that in order to look for a new teacher position – and he carried with him a reference from Emerson: “I cordially recommend Mr. Henry D. Thoreau, a graduate of Harvard University in August, 1837, to the confidence of such parents or guardians as may propose to employ him as an instructor. I have the highest confidence in Mr. Thoreau's moral character and in his intellectual ability. He is an excellent Scholar, a man of energy & kindness, & I shall esteem the town fortunate that secures his services” (Lucius Furius 6).
Without have any teacher position, his brother and he started their own school, where the innovate with methods, like: scientific experiments, nature walks, field trips to the workshops of local craftsmen, and many other things. But this needed to be closed when John, his brother, died (Lucius Furius 10). At this time, Emerson invited Thoreau to live with his family, doing some work for them in order to have a place do sleep. They were living in Staten Island. At this time, he served as handyman and assistant to Emerson, helping to edit and contributing poetry and prose to the transcendentalist magazine, The Dial .(The Columbia Encyclopedia 2). 
When Thoreau decided to be an author, he first thought was write a book about the canoe trip his brother and he had taken. He came back to Concord, where he could spend more time studying the nature and writing. During the year 1845, he moved to Walden Pond – a place near to Concord – where he made a cabin, where he stayed for two years and two months (The Columbia Encyclopedia 3). This house was made using recycling boards, cutting only the wood necessary to frame it, and heated his stone fireplace with driftwood. That experience, was the inspiration for his book named Walden. For Thoreau this was an experience of a simple life, he ate with his family or received food from them, Thoreau also planted vegetables near his cabin. This house – the cabin – was built using a total of twenty-eight dollars (The Free Library 4). By the time he spent in his cabin, he draft his book called “A Week”, and also did the initial version of “Walden”. According to this work when Thoreau used the term “Walden” it server as a quasi – or anti-business metaphor. Other works from his observations while lived in Walden Pond are: Excursions (1863), The Maine Woods (1864), Cape Cod (1865), and A Yankee in Canada (1866) (The Columbia Encyclopedia 3).

Since the beginning Thoreau always thought nature exist simply to satisfy human needs, so he considered wasteful cutting of the forest, for him this was inhumane. The economy, according to Thoreau has a very close relationship with the nature. During his live in Walden, Thoreau followed the concern of economy by using as few resources as necessary. Using methods to waste less, he could live more integrity in nature by adapting to its seasons and not interfering with its processes (American Transcendentalism Web 10). When he did plantations, which ones were without fertilizer, pesticides, or weed killer. He also ate little meat, and had few clothes. Thoreau always walked everywhere he wanted go, by this way he didn’t pollute the environment (The Columbia Encyclopedia 3). 

The time Thoreau lived, the first half of the nineteenth century, the America wasn’t so explored, people didn’t had a lot of knowledgably about what could be found in the land, so many scientists were engaged to discover and classify new species of plants and animals (Victor Carl Friesen 3). Thoreau was one of this scientists, he wrote for Louis Agassiz (he was one of the teachers of Harvard University, he taught zoology and geology there) (Victor Carl Friesen 4). By and by, Thoreau became more and more interesting in write about nature. He made observations of birds, so he could tell when was a new season was coming by the migration of this animals. He also worked in natural history, writing essays about the destruction of indigenous and wild apple species (Victor Carl Friesen 10). During the 1970s, people started thinking in ecocriticism and ways to preserv the environment, so Thoreau’s works become more popular and used as a research books and notes. His essay "The Succession of Forest Trees," that was from this period, talks about a way to regenerate forest that sufered with humam destruction or was been fired (Victor Carl Friesen 8).Thoreau did that work using experimentations and analyses, methods nowadays used in science. In his book: Natural History of Massachusetts, Thoreau described the Merrimack River, and discussed the best techniques for spear – fishing. (The Free Library 9). His book: “Wild fruits” , that just came to be published in 1999, is about the observations that Thoreau made during the period he lived in the third floor attic of his parent’s house and recorded his observations about the vegetation near from there, this made him be worried about the destruction of the wilderness there (The Free Library 11). Thoreau also wrote about flowers, by his botanic facet, he was guided by the studies of the Renaissance botanist John Gerard of Britain (Victor Carl Friesen 6).


A lot of people were and are influences by Thoreau’s works. One of them is Mahatma Gandhi. He read Walden and said that he will indicated the book for all his friend, and also took the name of his civil movement from one of the Thoreau’s essay: 'On the Duty of Civil Disobedience”.Other historical person who was influenced by Thoreau’s ideas is Martin Luther King, Jr., President Jonh F. Kennedy, besides many other artists, like: Edward Abbey, Sinclair Lewis, John Muir, David Brower, and some more (Lucius Furius 7). Because Thoreau has a simple life style, was always worried about nature and doing works about it, he received some criticts. Robert Louis Stevenson was one of those who made critics about him. He called “a mark of effeminacy” the fact that Thoreau lived in a natural way, apart from the modern society. But, for this kind of objections, people like George Eliot, wrote that this coments was uninspired and narrow-minded one (The Columbia Encyclopedia 4). During his life, Thoreau nerver had enough money by selling his books, however he thought just the contentament for doing the right thing for the nature what was he needed, like he wrote a sentence in one of the letters he sent for his friend H.G.O. Blake, in 1856: 

"I am grateful for what I am and have. My thanksgiving is perpetual. It is surprising how contended one can be with nothing definite - only a sense of existence” (The Free Library 7).

Emerson and Thoreau did a lot of work about the enviroment, but, sometimes they were wrong because did not considered the development of the sciencie and the world. The technology that people are capable to use noways didn’ t exist by the time they wrote their works. Othres points are the human dependence od this tecnology and the new needs of the big societies that can be found nowadays, the population grow and the complexity that this envolves (American Transcendentalism Web 1). In the other hand, they were really correct about the loss of “nobler animals”. Thoreau thought people couldn’t do things that may interfered in the enviroment of this animals, like: the technology of the railroad and machines. For Thoreau, a microscope was insignificant, because could be better if people just repect the nature and don’t worried about this kind of news, just let the enviroment in the way they live (American Transcendentalism Web 11).

Henry David Thoreau did not write just about nature. One of his most “famous” concern was about the Civil Disobedience. To defend his rights, he went to the jail, where he stayed one night because he didn’t pay a tax, one that he wasn’t suppose to pay. His books about the theme influenced many people and really helped to spread the sentiment of freedom (Lucius Furius 21). Thoreau’s woks were important for help the development of the actual environmentalism movement. He helped, by his books, to give a sense of criticism for people to preserve the nature. He never was a man worried by material problems. During his life, he contributed to the abolitionist cause, Native Americans, and wilderness preservation. All he works, books, texts and essays, made him a visionary person, someone who looked for the future of the earth and was really interested in made some correct things to help the nature and its development in a world where people usually didn’t pay attention to the nature (The Columbia Encyclopedia 5).
